
Center: Fellow Hans Lopater and 
Selma Gordon
 
Right: Professor Jonathan Sarna ’75 
speaks about his most recent book, 
American Judaism: A History.

Brandeis Fellows 
Stanley Hatoff 
and Thelma 
Linsey enjoy 
speaking with 
his cousin Jessica 
Goldings ’06.

Fellow Genevieve Bohan 
Thalberg receives her 
Sachar Legacy Society 
certificate from Nancy 
Winship.

Fellow Stanley 
Hatoff presents 
Dena Robbins, 
a member of 
the National 
Women’s 
Committee, 
with her 
certificate.

Left: Muriel Pokross is presented 
her Sachar Legacy Society certificate 
by Nancy Winship, senior 
vice president for institutional 
advancement. 

Right: Stanley Hatoff, chair of the 
Sachar Legacy Society Luncheon, 
and Mervin Gray

Center: Aileen 
Cabitt ’53 and 
Dr. Paul Norman
 
Right: Syrul 
Frank Lurie ’55 
and Samuel 
Leech-Chandler

Sachar Legacy Society 
Luncheon

More than 130 alumni, parents, 
and friends gathered to hear 
Professor Jonathan Sarna ’75 
discuss his latest book, American 
Judaism: A History, at the annual 
Sachar Legacy Society Luncheon. 
Chaired this year by Fellow 
Stanley Hatoff, the luncheon 
honors people who have included 
Brandeis in their estate plans.
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Brandeis Today 
and 
Tomorrow

A Lifetime of Commitment

On one glorious spring day in the 
late 1970s, Robert Benjamin 
spent an unforgettable day with 
his own family and his Brandeis 
family – his two greatest passions 
in life.

Thanks to a rather unorthodox 
travel schedule, the then-chair of 
the University’s Board of Trustees 
was able to attend both his  
son’s graduation from medical 
school on Long Island and  
Commencement ceremonies  
at Brandeis.

Robert’s deep loyalty and affec-
tion for Brandeis extends to his 
wife, Jean, who recently joined 
the Sachar Legacy Society, an 
organization of individuals who 
have included the University in 
their estate plans.

Jean was the first Benjamin to 
forge ties with Brandeis. In the 
early 1950s, a neighbor invited 
Jean to join the local chapter of 
the Brandeis National Women’s 
Committee. She later became 
chapter president and visited  
the campus one summer with 
Robert, chairman of United Artists.

“I just had to get him there, and I 
knew he would fall in love with 
the place and the whole idea of 
it,” she remembers.

The Benjamins grew close with 
Brandeis founding president Dr. 
Abram Sachar. Robert joined the 
Brandeis Board of Trustees in 
1967 and served as chair from 
1977 until his death in 1979.

The Benjamins were always 
involved with the United Nations  
– Jean was born in China and 
grew up in England – so it was 
only natural that they established 
the Robert and Jean Benjamin 
Fellowship Endowment in  
International Relations. The 
fellowship is awarded annually  
to graduate students in the field 
of international affairs.

“We hope that they will go back 
to their countries and become 
influential leaders and help develop 
forward-thinking foreign policy,” 
says Jean, who speaks frequently 
with the Benjamin Fellows.

Dear Friends,

I hope you enjoy the new 
Brandeis Today and Tomorrow.

Along with important information 
about charitable gift arrangements 
that can benefit both you and the 
University, this publication is 
designed to tell you about some 
of the exciting developments on 
the Brandeis campus.

As you read further in Brandeis 
Today and Tomorrow, you will 
discover how charitable gifts can 
work in harmony with your tax 
and estate plans. Such gifts can 
serve as a vital component of 
long-range estate and financial 
planning objectives, while also 
providing important support for 
the future of Brandeis.

Thanks to the ongoing generosity 
of our alumni, parents, and 
friends, Brandeis continues to 
attract the top students and 
faculty in the world.

Sincerely,

Jehuda Reinharz,
President

Please return  
the card above  
to receive your  
free booklet.






